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We are living in trying times. The world is in an economic recession and people in our communities are worried and anxious about the future. Many depend on their jobs or businesses for survival. Whereas it is right and necessary for us to work, we as God’s people must never make our jobs or our businesses our source. God is our source. He is the One Who provides all that we need and keeps us safe when we are going through trying times. I preached a message recently called “Surviving Storms.” In it I outlined examples of how God kept and provided for His people in times of famine and economic difficulties. Contact our CD ministry for a copy of this message on CD. The cost is only £2.50. 
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Our Becoming a Contagious Christian Course runs on Friday 6th and Saturday 7th November. The venue is Huxbear Hall. For more details including times and costs, see our website at www.lwcc.org.uk or speak to a member of our Evangelism Team.  The deadline has been moved to 18th October and spaces are limited so don’t delay. 
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Vision Sunday is on 18th October 2009 and also on Sunday 29th November. Our ministry Leaders will demonstrate how the their ministry falls in line with one or more of the five streams of growth out-lined in detail in our vision document. These services are intended to inform, inspire and motivate members and non members about LWCC’s purpose. Invite your friends and relatives to both these services. Refreshments will be provided.
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Our first Wii night for our young people took place on Saturday 10th October. This is an initiative put on by our Evangelism Team to engage our young people in fellowship and reaching other young people. Listen out for details of the next Wii night. 
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On Tuesday 8th December, we will have a prayer walk around the Mayo Street Estate. We will be preparing the ground (spiritually) for our Christmas Big Give (see item in next column). All are welcome to join us in this prayer event. 

Registered Charity Number 1058778

Our Carol Service this year will take place on 20th December at 6pm. Leaflets and more details to follow. The venue will be Lewisham Prof. Development Centre, Kilmorie Road, Forest Hill SE23. 
Ministry leaders are reminded to enter agreed dates for your ministries on our website calendar. All dates must be passed to me via the Chair of HOM (currently Ken). 

This year our Evangelism Team have prayerfully identified estates on Mayo Road which we will target to give away 150 bags of groceries this Christmas.  The true essence of Christmas is giving. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that He gave...” We want to reflect that truth to our community in December. Everyone is invited to contribute items of non perishable food to Wendy or Antoinette. A list of all items needed is available. The distribution date is planned for Saturday 12th December. Please ask a member of the Evangelism Team for more information. 
Watch out for the following messages coming soon in our Sunday services. “No Fear Here”; “The truth about offence”. 
Please remember to pray for our young people who are at university. Some are still with us whilst others are away, but they all need our prayers as they will have challenges that university brings. A reminder of their names, Rachel, Marissa, Sherida, Michael, Michelle and Shefali. A thoughtful word of encouragement always goes a long way on the road of goodness.
· Our next HOM Meeting will be on 11th November 2009. This meeting takes place 7:30pm at Ken and Sharon’s home. 

· Check our website calendar for other ministry dates and updates for upcoming programmes.

· Also check our website for Worship Team times and venues for rehearsal.

Quote to note! 
"Our business in life is not to get ahead of others, but to get ahead of ourselves--to break our own records, to outstrip our yesterday by our today."  Stewart B. Johnson
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